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 Huron University College 

Department of History 

HISTORY 3395E 

 America’s History Wars: 

 The Uses and Abuses of the Past in Popular Culture 

 
Thursday: 2:30-5:30 

Room: HC-W103 

 

Instructor: Tim Compeau 

Email: tcompeau@uwo.ca  

Office:  W13 

Office Hours: TBD 

 
Course Summary:  
 

What do films like American Sniper, Captain America, and The Wolf of Wall Street tells us about 

American perceptions of their history? Why did a review of textbooks by the Texas Board of 

Education spark a heated national debate about history in 2014? Are historical video games good 

teaching tools? Why do some Americans continue to fly the Confederate battle flag? Why are 

9/11 conspiracy theories so popular? Why is Ancient Aliens even a thing?  

 

America’s History Wars will provide answers to these and many other questions. 

There are few issues which provoke stronger feelings in the United States than interpretations of 

the past.  The American “culture wars,” which pit left- and right-wing political groups against 

one another, routinely spill into debates over how past events should be remembered and how 

American history should be taught. America’s History Wars examines this ongoing debate and 

draws on a variety of disciplines to explore how different groups of Americans choose to 

remember their past and what they choose forget. We will examine the differences between the 

history studied in universities and presented in the media, the official and vernacular memories 

of families, political communities, and ethnic groups, and the heritage produced by the 

entertainment and tourist industries.  

In the first half of the course, we will explore how Americans form their visions of the past and 

the controversies those efforts create. In the second half we explore case studies of how key 

events or ideas from the American past have been remembered throughout the decades and 

centuries. We will explore issues of ownership, resistance and oppression, and the continuing 

battle over the changing American identity in the 21
st
 century. 
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Learning Objectives: 
By the end of this course students will be able to: 

 Understand the differences between history, memory, and heritage and how these ideas 

can influence the formation of identity. 

 Identify and explain the significance of select key events and ideas in American history. 

 Connect events from the American past to current political and social issues. 

 Apply the historical method to challenge erroneous assumptions and interpretations of the 

past. 

 Write and properly format an essay that uses evidence to support a thesis statement. 

 

Required Readings: 
 

All material is freely available on JSTOR or other online databases when accessed with your 

UWO library proxy, or is on reserve in the library. 

 

Assignments: 

Novel Review: 10% 

Debate/Discussion: 10% 

Essay Proposal: 5% 

Presentation: 10%  

Essay: 25% 

Participation: 15% 

Final Exam: 25% 

 

Written Assignments: All written assignments must be typed, double spaced with one inch 

margins.  

 

Turnitin.com:  
“All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the 

commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of 

plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the 

reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to 

the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The 

University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com ( http://www.turnitin.com ).” 

 

History Department Regulations Governing Assignments, Late Penalties, and Extensions  
The History Department has specified that:  

1. All essays are to be submitted in hard copy, typed and double-spaced on substantial white 

paper.  

2. Footnotes, endnotes and bibliographies are to be prepared according to the Departmental 

Guide (which follows).  

3. Late marks are calculated on the paper copy submitted to the instructor or in the Essay Drop 

Box. Late penalties are calculated according to calendar day, including weekends.  
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4. In first and second year courses lateness will be penalized as follows: First day late -- 3 marks 

deduction. Each subsequent calendar day late -- 2 marks per day deduction.  

5. Third and fourth year seminars will be penalized for lateness at the rate of half a grade (5%) 

per day.  

6. No paper or seminar will be accepted if it is more than seven calendar days late.  

7. Extensions will only be given for assignments worth more than 10% with medical 

documentation submitted through Academic Counseling.  

8. Students must complete the written assignments worth more than 10% to pass essay courses.  

 

Assignments: 

 

Novel Review:  Students will select an historical fiction novel based on the American past. A list 

of potential books will be provided in class. Students should critically evaluate the interpretation 

being presented, the reasons why it is presented as such, and the validity of the interpretation in 

light of recent scholarship. 8 pages. (2000 words).  Due Week 12. 

 

Discussion/Debates:  Students will be responsible for leading discussion or fostering debate 

about an aspect of the weekly topic. Debates/discussion can be formal or informal. Topics must 

be cleared with the instructor ahead of time, and supplementary material such as news articles, 

video clips etc. should be sent to the instructor for circulation no later than four days prior to the 

class (i.e. the Monday preceding). More information will be provided in class. 

 

Essay Proposal: Students are required to submit an essay proposal (250 words). The proposal 

should include research questions, tentative argument, and bibliography. Due: Jan 21. 

 

Essay: Students must choose an historical event, idea, or person and explore how (and the 

reasons why) they have been presented in popular film, literature, official commemorations, 

monuments, etc.  The paper must be 15 pages in length and incorporate secondary and primary 

sources. More information will be provided in class. Due by the last class. 

 

Presentation: Towards the end of the second semester, students will give a 15 minute 

presentation on their essay followed by a short discussion. More information will be provided in 

class. 

 

Participation: Class discussions will be a key component to this course, therefore attendance 

and participation is mandatory.  

 

Final Exam: There will be a final, cumulative exam. 
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Schedule: 

 

1. Sept. 10: Introduction: American History and the Culture Wars 

 
Part 1: How Americans Remember 

* In addition to the weekly readings, there will be a selection of news articles, videos, or other 

online sources posted to OWL to stimulate debate and provide examples of the ideas explored.  

 

2. Sept. 17: American Memory and Nationalism: Heritage, History, and Power 

 

“In the Matter of History,” in Gary Nash et al., History on Trial: Culture Wars and the Teaching 

of the Past (New York: A.A. Knopf, 1997), 3-24. 

 

Anatol Lieven, “Splendor and Tragedy of the American Creed,” in America Right or Wrong: An 

Anatomy of American Nationalism (New York: Oxford University Press, 2004), 48-87. 

 

Roy Rosenzweig and David Thelen, The Presence of the Past: Popular Uses of History in 

American Life (New York: Columbia University Press, 1998), 15-36 

 

David Lowenthal, “Introduction” in The Heritage Crusade and the Spoils of History (New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 1998), xiii-xvii. 

 

3.  Sept. 24: History: Left or Right? 

 

Compare sections from: 

 

Larry Schweikart and Michael Allen, A Patriot's History of the United States: From Columbus's 

Great Discovery to the War on Terror (New York: Sentinel, 2004), Introduction, and “Empire of 

Liberty or Manifest Destiny?” 

 

Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States: 1492-Present (New York: Harper 

Collins, 1999), Chapter 8 “We Take Nothing by Conquest, Thank God”.  

 

4. Oct. 1: Re-Enactment and Recreating History  

 

Umberto Eco, Travels in Hyper Reality (New York: Harcourt Brace, 1983), 3-58. 

 

Tony Horwitz, Confederates in the Attic: Dispatches from the Unfinished Civil War, New York: 

Pantheon Books, 1998. Ch. 6.  

 

5. Oct. 8: Monuments and Memorials 

 

Erika Doss, Memorial Mania: Public Feeling in America (Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 

2010), 1-60. 
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6. Oct 15: Conspiracies 

 

Richard Hofstadter, “The Paranoid Style in American Politics,” Harper’s Magazine, November 

1964: 7786. http://www.harpers.org/archive/1964/11/0014706 

 

Mark Fenster, “Introduction” and “A Failure of Imagination: Competing Narratives of 9/11 

Truth” in Conspiracy Theories: Secrecy and Power in American Culture (Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota Press, 2008), 1-12, 233-278. 

 

7. Oct. 22: Pseudohistories  

 

Ronald H. Fritz, “On the Perils and Pleasures of Confronting Pseudohistory,” Historically 

Speaking, Vol. 10, No. 5, (Nov. 2009): 2-5. 

 

Garret G. Fagan, “Diagnosing Pseudoarchaeology” in Archaeological Fantasies: How 

Pseudoarchaeology Misrepresents the Past and Misleads the Public (New York: Routledge, 

2006), 23-46. 

 

Selections from: Ronald Fritz, Invented Knowledge: False History, Fake Science and Pseudo-

Religions (2009) 

 

8. Oct. 29: Study Break. No class. 

 

9. Nov.5: History on Film and Television  

 

Hayden White, “Historiography and Historiophoty” The American Historical Review, Vol. 93, 

No. 5 (Dec. 1988): 1193-1199. 

 

Robert Rosenstone, “History in Images/History in Words: Reflections on the Possibility of 

Really Putting History onto Film” The American Historical Review, Vol. 93, No. 5 (Dec. 1988): 

1173-1185.  

 

Jeffrey Geiger, American Documentary Film: Projecting the Nation (Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

University Press, 2011), “Introduction,” “Ch. 8, Media Wars” 

 

10.  Nov. 12: Museums 

 

Edward T. Linenthal and Tom Engelhardt, “History Under Siege” in History Wars: The Enola 

Gay and other Battles for the American Past (New York: Henry Holt and Co., 1996), 1-8.  

 

Roger D. Launius, “American Memory, Culture Wars, and the Challenge of Presenting Science 

and Technology in a National Museum,” The Public Historian, Vol. 29, No. 1 (Winter 2007): 

13-30.  

 

http://www.harpers.org/archive/1964/11/0014706
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Monica Eileen Patterson, “Teaching Tolerance through Objects of Hatred: The Jim Crow 

Museum of Racist Memorabilia as ‘Counter-Museum’” in Erica Lehrer, Cynthia Milton and 

Monica Eileen Patterson, Curating Difficult Knowledge: Violent Pasts in Public Places (New 

York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2011), 55-71. 

 

11. Nov. 19: History Games 

 

Jerome De Groote, “History Games” in Consuming History: Historians and Heritage in 

Contemporary Popular Culture (New York: Routledge, 2009), 133-146. 

 

James Paul Gee, What Video Games Have To Teach Us About Learning and Literacy (Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2004). Ch1 (Intro) and Ch 2 

 

Class involves play-testing history-themed games and brief oral reports. 

 
12. Nov. 26: Historical Fiction Novels (Reviews Due) 

 
Discussion of book reviews. 

 

13. Dec 3: What do Americans Remember? 

 

Mapping topics for second semester. 

 
Part II. What Americans Remember (And Forget) 

 

*Because student interests will vary and because there are so many potentially interesting topics, 

the following is only a tentative list of potential classes. Students may suggest alternate topics 

and debates which will be discussed on Dec. 3. The second half of the course will then be revised 

based on student feedback. 

 

14. Jan. 7: The American Revolution 

 

Nancy L. Rhoden, "Patriots, Villains and the Quest for Liberty: How American Film has 

Depicted the American Revolution," Canadian Review of American Studies, 37 no. 2, (2007): 

205-38 

 

Alfred F. Young, “The Freedom Trail: Walking the Revolution in Boston”, in Liberty Tree: 

Ordinary People and the American Revolution (New York: New York University Press, 2006): 

296-324.  

 

Barry Schwartz, “Social Change and Collective Memory: The Democratization of George 

Washington,” American Sociological Review, Vol. 56, No. 2 (Apr., 1991): 221-236. 

 

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, “How Betsy Ross Became Famous,” in www.common-place.org Vol.8 

No. 1 Oct 2007 (see: www.common-place.org/vol-08/no-01/ulrich). 
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TURN, AMC, (2014) 

 

15. Jan. 14: 1960s Nostalgia 

 

“The Way We (Never?) Were: Remembering the 1960s through Mad Men” Part 1 of Danielle 

Stern, ed. Lucky Strikes and a Three Martini Lunch: Thinking about Television’s Mad Men 

(Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Pub, 2012), 14-71. 

 

15. Jan. 21: The Mexican Border (Essay Proposals Due) 

 

Don Graham, “Remembering the Alamo: The Story of the Texas Revolution in Popular Culture,” 

The Southwestern Historical Quarterly Vol. 89, No. 1 (Jul., 1985): 35-66  

 

Richard R. Flores, “Memory-Place, Meaning, and the Alamo” American Literary History 

Vol. 10, No. 3 (Autumn, 1998): 428-445  

 

Sarah Horton, “Where is the "Mexican" in "New Mexican"? Enacting History, Enacting 

Dominance in the Santa Fe Fiesta,” The Public Historian, Vol. 23, No. 4 (Fall 2001): 41-54  

 

16. Jan. 28: The Legacy of Slavery 
 

Leslie A. Schalwm, “‘Agonizing Groans of Mothers’ and ‘Slave-Scarred Veterans’: The 

Commemoration of Slavery and Emancipations” American Nineteenth Century History, Vol. 9, 

No. 3. (Sept. 2008): 289-304. 

 

Thomas McCarthy, “Coming to Terms with Our Past, Part II: On the Morality and Politics of 

Reparations for Slavery,” Political Theory Vol. 32, No. 6 (Dec., 2004): 750-772  

 

Robert R. Weyeneth, “The Power of Apology and the Process of Historical Reconciliation,” The 

Public Historian Vol. 23, No. 3 (Summer 2001): 9-38  

Henry Louis Gates, “Ending the Slavery Blame-Game,” The New York Times, April 22, 2010. 

17. Feb. 4: The Civil War: Competing Interpretations and the Lost Cause 

 

Selections from:  Robert Brent Toplin, Ken Burns’s The Civil War: Historians Respond (New 

York: Oxford University Press, 1996).   

 

Martha E. Kinney, “‘If Vanquished I Am Still Victorious’: Religious and Cultural Symbolism in 

Virginia's Confederate Memorial Day Celebrations, 1866-1930,” The Virginia Magazine of 

History and Biography, Vol. 106, No. 3, (Summer, 1998): 237-266  
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15. Feb. 11: Native Americans 

 

Reel Injun: On the Trail of the Hollywood Indian, dir. Neil Diamond (2009) 

 

Nicolas G. Rosenthal, “Representing Indians: Native American Actors on Hollywood's Frontier,” 

The Western Historical Quarterly, Vol. 36, No. 3 (Autumn, 2005): 328-352. 

 

C. Richard King, “Surrounded by Indians: The Exhibition of Comanche and the Predicament of 

Representing Native American History,” The Public Historian, Vol. 18, No. 4, Representing 

Native American History (Autumn, 1996): 37-51.  

 

Feb 15-19: Reading Week. No Classes. 

 

16. Feb. 25: World War II and “The Greatest Generation” 

 

Sections from John E. Bodnar, The Good War in American Memory (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 2010). 

 

John Bodnar, “Saving Private Ryan and Postwar Memory in America,” The American Historical 

Review, Vol. 106, No. 3 (Jun., 2001): 805-817. 

 

Frank J. Wetta and Martin A. Novelli, “’Now a Major Motion Picture’: War Films and 

Hollywood's New Patriotism,” The Journal of Military History, Vol. 67, No. 3 (Jul., 2003): 861-

882.  

 

17.  March 3: Public Enemies: Outlaws, Gangsters, and the Mob  

 

Robert Brent Toplin, History by Hollywood (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2009), 

Chapter 5: “Bonnie and Clyde: Violence of the Most Grisly Sort,” 127-153.  

 

Sections from: George S. Larke-Walsh, The Mafia: Masculinity, Ethnicity, and Mobsters From 

the Godfather to the Sopranos (2010). 

 

20. March 10:  The Civil Rights Movement 

 

Readings TBD 

 

21. March 17: The War on Drugs 

 

Readings TBD 

 

22. March 24: Presentations 

 

23. March 31: Exam Review/Essays Due 
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Appendix to Course Outlines 
 
Prerequisite Information 
Students are responsible for ensuring that they have successfully completed all course prerequisites.  
Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to 
enrol in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record.  This 
decision may not be appealed.  You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are 
dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites. 
 
Conduct of Students in Classes, Lectures, and Seminars 
Membership in the community of Huron University College and the University of Western Ontario 
implies acceptance by every student of the principle of respect for the rights, responsibilities, dignity 
and well-being of others and a readiness to support an environment conducive to the intellectual and 
personal growth of all who study, work and live within it. Upon registration, students assume the 
responsibilities that such registration entails. The academic and social privileges granted to each 
student are conditional upon the fulfillment of these responsibilities.   
In the classroom, students are expected to behave in a manner that supports the learning 
environment of others. Students can avoid any unnecessary disruption of the class by arriving in 
sufficient time to be seated and ready for the start of the class, by remaining silent while the 
professor is speaking or another student has the floor, and by taking care of personal needs prior to 
the start of class.  If a student is late, or knows that he/she will have to leave class early, be 
courteous: sit in an aisle seat and enter and leave quietly.  
Please see the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities at:  
http://www.huronuc.ca/CurrentStudents/StudentLifeandSupportServices/StudentDiscipline 
 
Technology  
It is not appropriate to use technology (such as, but not limited to, laptops, PDAs, cell phones) in the 
classroom for non-classroom activities. Such activity is disruptive and is distracting to other students 
and to the instructor, and can inhibit learning. Students are expected to respect the classroom 
environment and to refrain from inappropriate use of technology and other electronic devices in 
class. 
 
Academic Accommodation for Medical/Non-Medical Grounds 
 

Requests for Accommodation on Medical Grounds for assignments worth 10% or more 
of final grade: Go Directly to Academic Advising 
 
University Senate policy, which can be found at 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf, 
requires that all student requests for accommodation on medical grounds for assignments worth 10% 
or more of the final grade be made directly to the academic advising office of the home faculty (for 
Huron students, the “home faculty” is Huron), with supporting documentation in the form 
(minimally) of the Senate-approved Student Medical Certificate found at: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform_15JUN.pdf. 
The documentation is submitted in confidence and will not be shown to instructors. The advisors will 
contact the instructor when the medical documentation is received, and will outline the severity and 
duration of the medical challenge as expressed on the Student Medical Certificate and in any other 
supporting documentation. The student will be informed that the instructor has been informed of the 
presence of medical documentation, and will be instructed to work as quickly as possible with the 
instructor on an agreement for accommodation. The instructor will not normally deny 
accommodation where appropriate medical documentation is in place and where the duration it 
describes aligns with the due date(s) of assignment(s). Before denying a request for accommodation 

http://www.huronuc.ca/CurrentStudents/StudentLifeandSupportServices/StudentDiscipline
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform_15JUN.pdf
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on medical grounds, the instructor will normally consult with the Assistant Dean, Student Success. 
The instructor’s decision is appealable to the dean. 
 
Requests for Accommodation on Medical Grounds for assignments worth less than 
10% of final grade: Consult Instructor Directly 
 
When seeking accommodation on medical grounds for assignments worth less than 10% of the final 
course grade, the student should contact the instructor directly. The student need only share broad 
outlines of the medical situation. The instructor may require the student to submit documentation 
to the academic advisors, in which case she or he will advise the student and inform the academic 
advisors to expect documentation. The instructor may not collect medical documentation. The 
advisors will contact the instructor when the medical documentation is received, and will outline the 
severity and duration of the medical challenge as expressed on the Student Medical Certificate and in 
any other supporting documentation. The student will be informed that the instructor has been 
informed of the presence of medical documentation, and will be instructed to work as quickly as 
possible with the instructor on an agreement for accommodation. The instructor will not normally 
deny accommodation where appropriate medical documentation is in place and where the duration 
it describes aligns with the due date(s) of assignment(s). Before denying a request for 
accommodation on medical grounds, the instructor will normally consult with the Assistant Dean, 
Student Success. The instructor’s decision is appealable to the dean. 
 
Requests for Accommodation on Non-medical Grounds: Consult Instructor Directly 
 
Where the grounds for seeking accommodation are not medical, the student should contact the 
instructor directly. Apart from the exception noted below, academic advisors will not be involved in 
the process of accommodation for non-medical reasons.   
 
Where a student seeks accommodation on non-medical grounds where confidentiality is a concern, 
the student should approach an academic advisor with any documentation available. The advisors 
will contact the instructor after the student’s request is received, and will outline the severity and 
duration of the challenge without breaching confidence. The student will be informed that the 
instructor has been informed that significant circumstances are affecting or have affected the 
student’s ability to complete work, and the student will be instructed to work as quickly as possible 
with the instructor on an agreement for accommodation. Before denying a request for 
accommodation where documentation has been submitted to an academic advisor, the instructor 
will normally consult with the Assistant Dean, Student Success. The instructor’s decision is 
appealable to the dean. 
 
Statement on Academic Offences 

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 

specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf  

 

Statement on Academic Integrity 
The International Centre for Academic Integrity defines academic integrity as "a commitment, even 
in the face of adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and 
responsibility. From these values flow principles of behaviour that enable academic communities to 
translate ideals to action." (CAI Fundamental Values Project, 1999).  
A lack of academic integrity is indicated by such behaviours as the following: 
   Cheating on tests; 
   Fraudulent submissions online; 
   Plagiarism in papers submitted (including failure to cite and piecing 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
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 together unattributed sources); 
   Unauthorized resubmission of course work to a different course; 
                                 Helping someone else cheat; 
                                  Unauthorized collaboration; 
                                  Fabrication of results or sources; 
           Purchasing work and representing it as one’s own. 
 
Academic Integrity: Importance and Impact 
Being at university means engaging with a variety of communities in the pursuit and sharing of 
knowledge and understanding in ways that are clear, respectful, efficient, and productive.  University 
communities have established norms of academic integrity to ensure responsible, honest, and ethical 
behavior in the academic work of the university, which is best done when sources of ideas are 
properly and fully acknowledged and when responsibility for ideas is fully and accurately 
represented.  
 
In the academic sphere, unacknowledged use of another’s work or ideas is not only an offence 
against the community of scholars and an obstacle to academic productivity. It may also be 
understood as fraud and may constitute an infringement of legal copyright.  
 
A university is a place for fulfilling one's potential and challenging oneself, and this means rising to 
challenges rather than finding ways around them. The achievements in an individual’s university 
studies can only be fairly evaluated quantitatively through true and honest representation of the 
actual learning done by the student. Equity in assessment for all students is ensured through fair 
representation of the efforts by each.  
 
Acting with integrity at university constitutes a good set of practices for maintaining integrity in later 
life. Offences against academic integrity are therefore taken very seriously as part of the university’s 
work in preparing students to serve, lead, and innovate in the world at large. 
 
A university degree is a significant investment of an individual’s, and the public’s, time, energies, and 
resources in the future, and habits of academic integrity protect that investment by preserving the 
university’s reputation and ensuring public confidence in higher education. 
 
Students found guilty of plagiarism will suffer consequences ranging from a grade 
reduction to failure in the course to expulsion from the university. In addition, a 
formal letter documenting the offence will be filed in the Dean’s Office, and this record 
of the offence will be retained in the Dean’s Office for the duration of the student’s 
academic career at Huron University College. 
 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism.  All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database 
for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system.  Use of the 
service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario 
and Turnitin.com. 
 
Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to submission for similarity 
review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that may indicate 
cheating. 
 
Personal Response Systems (“clickers”) may be used in some classes.  If clickers are to be used in a 
class, it is the responsibility of the student to ensure that the device is activated and functional.  
Students must see their instructor if they have any concerns about whether the clicker is 
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malfunctioning.  Students must use only their own clicker. If clicker records are used to compute a 
portion of the course grade: 

 the use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence, 
 the possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an attempt to 

commit a scholastic offence. 
 
Policy on Special Needs 
Students who require special accommodation for tests and/or other course components must make 
the appropriate arrangements with the Student Development Centre (SDC).  Further details 
concerning policies and procedures may be found at: 
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/?requesting_acc 
 
Attendance Regulations for Examinations 
A student is entitled to be examined in courses in which registration is maintained, subject to the 
following limitations: 
1) A student may be debarred from writing the final examination for failure to maintain satisfactory 
academic standing throughout the year. 
2) Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is absent too frequently from class or laboratory 
periods in any course will be reported to the Dean of the Faculty offering the course (after due 
warning has been given).  On the recommendation of the Department concerned, and with the 
permission of the Dean of that Faculty, the student will be debarred from taking the regular 
examination in the course.  The Dean of the Faculty offering the course will communicate that 
decision to the Dean of the Faculty of registration. 
 
Class Cancellations 
In the event of a cancellation of class, every effort will be made to post that information on the Huron 
website, http://www.huronuc.ca/AccessibilityInfo (“Class Cancellations”).  
 
Mental Health @ Western 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health @ Western 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/  for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
 
Academic Advising 
For advice on course selections, degree requirements, and for assistance with requests for medical 
accommodation [see above], students should contact an Academic Advisor in Huron’s Student 
Support Services (huronsss@uwo.ca). An outline of the range of services offered is found on the 
Huron website at: http://www.huronuc.ca/CurrentStudents/AcademicAdvisorsandServices   
  
Department Chairs and Program Directors and Coordinators are also able to answer questions about 
their individual programs. Their contact information can be found on the Huron website at:  
http://www.huronuc.ca/Academics/FacultyofArtsandSocialScience 
 

 

http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/?requesting_acc
http://www.huronuc.ca/AccessibilityInfo
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
mailto:huronsss@uwo.ca
http://www.huronuc.ca/CurrentStudents/AcademicAdvisorsandServices
http://www.huronuc.ca/Academics/FacultyofArtsandSocialScience

